
Subject: Pioneer Montessori School plan for first positive case 
 
Pioneer Families, 
 
We are officially on week 10 of school and you have done a phenomenal job adapting to covid-19. In 
that time, we have had to deal with standard illnesses (yes, they will happen), respond to smoke in the 
valley (fires do happen in and out of the state), and respond to material increases in community spread 
of covid-19 within Blaine county. Each of these have added additional information for you to digest, 
including our own Health and Safety Practices updates, and we are grateful for your continued 
attention and involvement. 
 
During this time, we continue to engage with peers in other schools and local health officials who have 
been adapting and responding to covid-19 cases in the Wood River Valley. In coordination with health 
professionals and based upon our Health and Safety Practices, we have been preparing our operating 
plan for a confirmed covid-19 case with a Pioneer student or faculty member. 
 
In alignment with our Health and Safety Practices, CDC guidelines, the practices currently being 
implemented in the Blaine County School District and quarantine guidance from the South Central 
Health District, we will take the following actions upon the first positive covid-19 diagnosis of a student 
or member of the faculty. 
 

● Upon being notified of a confirmed positive case within the school community, the 
administration shall notify all members of the community of a positive case via SchoolCues 
(text, email and/or app notification). 

● If during school hours, class will continue to operate per current Health and Safety Practices. 
The first priority is always for the physical and emotional wellbeing of all children, which 
includes calmly maintaining all safety precautions on campus. The teaching staff, at their 
discretion, may share with the class that a member of the community had a positive case, and 
lead discussions as appropriate. 

● The following school day will be cancelled for all students, utilizing one of the ten flex days from 
starting school two weeks early. 

○ This closure is not required by CDC guidelines, current Pioneer practices, or the SCHD 
and applies to the 1st case only, unless practices are otherwise revised. 

○ An additional day will provide time to fully implement contract tracing protocols for the 
first time. 

○ Reactions to the first positive case will vary and we want to provide an opportunity for 
everyone to take time to digest the information. 

○ We know even a single day of cancelled school will be disruptive and appreciate you 
taking this step with us as everyone processes the first confirmed case in their own way. 

● Additional sanitization procedures shall be applied to all exposed areas of school prior to the 
return of students. 

● All students, staff, parents, or others who have been in close-contact with the individual(s) shall 
be notified that they need to quarantine for a minimum of 14 days. 

● All quarantined students during this time will be given materials per the absentee learning 
program in the Pioneer Montessori School Distance Learning plan. 

 



What counts as close-contact? 
● You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour 

period 
● You provide care for someone who is sick with COVID-19 
● You had direct contact with someone with COVID-19 (hugged or kissed them) 
● You shared eating or drinking utensils with someone sick with COVID-19 
● Someone with COVID-19 sneezed, coughed, or otherwise got respiratory droplets on you 

 
The current Health and Safety Practices employed in school are designed to minimize exposure within 
the classroom environment. The need to quarantine may be limited to a single individual in the Pioneer 
community or impact a large number of families and staff. We ask that you continue to be diligent in 
adherence to best practices both inside the school environment and in your activities outside of 
school. 
 
We will continue to engage with BCSD as they have been actively implementing similar quarantine 
practices for several weeks with confirmed cases in their community. 
 
All COVID-19 documents continue to be available on the Pioneer Montessori School website at: 
http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/covid-19/ 
 
Thank you for being part of this journey with us. Please continue to reach out to 
covid-committee@pioneermontessorischool.org, your lead teacher or administration as appropriate. 
 
Respectfully, 
Pioneer COVID Committee, Board of Directors and Administration 
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