
Subject: Pioneer Montessori School new covid-19 reference guide and policy updates 
 
Pioneer Families, 
 
Thank you for playing your part in getting our kids back to school and on-campus this year. The last two 
weeks have provided several opportunities to evaluate continued improvement in our policies and 
practices. 
 
First, we are changing how you access covid-19 documents. Instead of attachments to emails, you will 
be able to find the latest versions of all published documents on the Pioneer Montessori School 
website at: http://www.pioneermontessorischool.org/covid-19/ 
Note, this page is not available via the website navigation. 
 
As a result of observations and feedback, we have updated the Pioneer Family Code of Conduct.pdf to 
clarify sickness policies and proper mask selection. Additionally, we are publishing a Pioneer 
Household Symptom Quick Reference.pdf document to summarize the necessary actions for illness 
and exposure. 
 
Mask Update 
As highlighted in today’s Friday Notes, the mask policy has been expanded to include CDC guidelines on 
proper mask selection. The new wording is as follows: 
 
Proper care should be taken in the selection and usage of a mask. Per CDC guidelines on How to Select, 
Wear, and Clean Your Mask, masks shall include two or more layers and completely cover the nose and 
mouth. They should not be made of material that makes it hard to breathe, such as vinyl. While 
exhalation valves or vents may sound appealing, they allow virus particles to escape and should not be 
used.  Due to inconclusive evidence on their effectiveness, buffs and gaiters should not be worn, even if 
they meet all other criteria for mask selection. 
 
Wellness Observation Update 
Several portions of the “Wellness Observation” section have been revised to more clearly address that 
many of the symptoms of COVID-19 are shared with common illnesses. We recommend you review the 
section in its entirety to familiarize yourself with the latest policy. The most material clarifications can 
be found in Scenario A, differentiating between illness with an explanation and suspecting possible 
COVID-19. 
 
We know you’ll appreciate the new Pioneer Household Symptom Quick Reference.pdf as much as we 
do. It simplifies much of the policies around illness into a simple Green, Yellow, Orange, and Red 
evaluation on a single page. 
 
Thank you for being part of this journey with us. Please continue to reach out to 
covid-committee@pioneermontessorischool.org, your lead teacher or administration as appropriate. 
 
Respectfully, 
Pioneer COVID Committee, Board of Directors and Administration 
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